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     Summary of Main Issues

1. At its meeting on the 15 of June 2017, the Scrutiny Board considered potential 
sources of work for the 2017/18 municipal year. Following discussion with 
representatives from Children’s Services the Board expressed a desire to undertake 
an inquiry which would consider the effect of child poverty on educational 
attainment, achievement and school attendance. The Scrutiny Board expressed a 
desire to understand how the impact of child poverty on a child’s education is being 
challenged, strategically and practically, and also how the impact is managed in 
order to improve educational outcomes for children, particularly those who are 
vulnerable, in order to narrow the attainment/achievement gap and improve school 
attendance.  

2. The Scrutiny Board agreed the terms of reference and conducted the first part of the 
inquiry on the 20 July 2017. At this meeting the Scrutiny Board determined that 
there would be further focus on the statistical data which would enable the Board to 
analyse the potential links between poverty and poor achievement, attainment, 
attendance, and the numbers of identified vulnerable children. This work was 
originally scheduled to be undertaken in September. Children’s Services requested 
that the analysis of statistical data be deferred until the November meeting of the 
Scrutiny Board. This request was agreed by the Board at the September Meeting. 

3. In accordance with the revised work programme the Director of Children’s Services 
has prepared a report for the Scrutiny Boards consideration.  Attendance data will 
be provided in advance of the school visits (scheduled 23rd, 24th and 29th 
November). 

Report author:  Sandra Pentelow
Tel:  37 88655



4. The last planned session of this inquiry is scheduled for the 14 December 2017 
meeting, which will offer an opportunity for Scrutiny Board Members to provide 
feedback from the visits and for the Director of Children’s Services to respond to 
matters arising from those visits and this session of the inquiry. 

5. Recommendations

The Scrutiny Board (Children and Families) is recommended to: 

a) Note the information contained within this report, and the information 
provided by the Director of Children and Families. 

b) Note the verbal information presented at the meeting 

c) Make recommendations as deemed appropriate. 


